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a leader who had made up his mind to lead. The comments
of Vorwaerts were striking a new note of resolution. If this
minority government was to survive unaided against the Reichstag
and maintain itself in power after defeat it might have to fight.
There were signs that the last and final forces would be called
out against it—a general strike and the Red flag to the barricades.
On a united National Socialist party would fall the main brunt
of resistance; its allies, the party felt,, were of very doubtful value.
Wherever else the "barons" might be they would not be in the
streets if bullets began to fly. This, the party realized very well,
was no time to go over the old debatable ground again. The
cabinet was not what they had hoped; it was a compromise cabinet
and not a very creditable compromise at that. But it had all the
possibilities of very radical transformation and then everybody
would come into his own. To the argument that power was power
and that they only had to use it there was really no reply.
A day or two cleared up the situation. On the Right everyone
was pleased at the thought of having rather overreached his
neighbour, particularly the Stahlhelm and Seldte. Relations with
the National Socialists improved at once. On the Right there was
unity, and with the Right stood Hindenburg and the Reichswehr;
the officers would obey the President and the rank and file would
obey the officers. Schleicher's confidants had been pretty much
confined to the War Office; of the junior ranks the majority were
National Socialist in sympathy. The middle-class parties one did
not need to consider. They had lost their adherents and though
the doctrinaires could be trusted to give vent to plenty of criticism
they would take no sterner action when the middle class and
especially the working and unemployed middle class were so
solidly behind the government. The Centrum's attitude was
doubtful. The party executive hated Papen and hated the National
Socialists; the working-class element, especially in the great indus-
trial areas, would possibly make common cause with their atheis-
tical fellow-workers, But in the Centrum the powerful Conservative
element would obey party discipline only up to a point. It would
certainly never go into opposition and no Catholic, unless his
political beliefs were very strong, could help but feel a certain

